
MONDAY, AUGUST 19, 2024 | THE GLOBE AND MAIL G A3NEWS |

Canada has ordered the expul-
sion of Uganda’s top diplomat in
Ottawaafter she angrily confront-
ed a group of protesters near Par-
liamentHillandthreatenedtocall
the police on them, Ugandan
media say.
Ruth Acheng, the Ugandan

high commissioner to Canada,
will be required to leave the coun-
try by Wednesday, according to a
Ugandan cabinet minister, Henry
OkelloOryem,whowasquoted in
New Vision, a leading state-own-
ed newspaper.
He said Canada had declared

Ms. Acheng persona non grata –

effectively requiring her depar-
ture–becauseof “manyunresolv-
ed issues.” Her shouting match
with the Ugandan protesters in
Ottawa was the final factor that
led to the expulsion, he told New
Vision, adding that he was “ex-
tremely disappointed” with the
Canadian decision.
Canada’sGlobalAffairsDepart-

ment did not confirm or deny the
report, citing the need to protect
“confidential state-to-state com-
munications.”
Global Affairs Canada spokes-

person JohnBabcock, in response
to questions from The Globe and
Mail, declined to discuss themat-
ter,butsaid:“Adecisiontodeclare
a foreign representative ‘persona
non grata’ is not one that is taken
lightly.”
Ms. Acheng was appointed to

her diplomatic post by the gov-
ernment of President Yoweri Mu-
seveni, who has ruled Uganda for
more than 38 years after seizing
power in a military rebellion. His
policeandsecurity forceshavebe-
come notorious for crushing pro-
tests and jailing and killing oppo-
sition supporters.

In a video that went viral on
Uganda’s social media, Ms.
Acheng is seen furiously shouting
at a dozen supporters of a Ugan-
dan opposition party, the Nation-
al Unity Platform (NUP), on a
street in downtown Ottawa,
across fromParliamentHill, earli-
er thismonth.

At one point in the confronta-
tion, she tells the protesters that
she will “send for the police to
kick you out of here.”
The protesters respond to her:

“Do it. This is not Uganda.”
At another point, the

protesters tellMs.Achengthatop-
position activists in Uganda are
being abducted – a reference to
the disappearance and death of a
number of activists.
The high commissioner shouts

at them: “Theproblem is that you
abduct yourselves. … Stop ab-
ducting yourselves, stop killing
yourselves.”
The protesters respond to this

by bursting into laughter.
Ms. Acheng later posted an ex-

cerpt from the video on her own
social-media account, showing
one of her supporters arguing
with the protesters, along with a
separate video of hermarching in
the official yellow colours of
Uganda’s ruling party. “We are
ready forhooligansand liars, Can-
ada is not your place,” she wrote
in another post on the same day.
A Ugandan opposition MP,

NkunyingiMuwada, said the NUP
welcomed the Canadian decision
to expel Ms. Acheng. Speaking to
journalists on the weekend, he
criticized the high commissioner
for “engaging in partisan politics”
and causing “diplomatic embar-
rassment.”

In recent years, the Ugandan
government has sparked global
criticism by criminalizing homo-
sexuality and approving an anti-
gay law that authorizes lengthy
prison terms and even the death
penaltyfor“aggravatedhomosex-
uality.”
After the law was passed last

year, the Canadian government
denounced it as “a blatant viola-
tion of the human rights and fun-
damental freedoms” of LGBTQ
Ugandans. The law could expose
gay Ugandans to systematic per-
secutionandviolence, ForeignAf-
fairs Minister Mélanie Joly said at
the time.
Mr. Babcock, while not com-

menting directly on the reported
expulsion of the Ugandan diplo-
mat, said Canada’s relationship
withUganda remainsunchanged.
“We will continue to engage

constructively with Uganda on a
broad range of issues such as pro-
moting human rights, including
the rights of LGBTQI+ Ugandans,
democratic governance, support-
ing refugees in the region, and
promoting regional security and
stability,” he told The Globe.
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The rape and killing of a 31-year-
old resident doctor at a hospital
in the West Bengal capital of Cal-
cutta has sparked widespread
outrage, mobilizing tens of thou-
sands of medical trainees and
doctors across India to demand
justice and reform.
The incident prompted a 24-

hour national strike by doctors,
who withdrew all non-essential
services at medical institutions
on Saturday. Women led massive
rallies, candlelight vigils and
midnight marches, as slogans of
“Reclaim the Night” and “We
Want Justice” echoed through
the streets, with protests spread-
ing to London and New York.
The resident doctor was found

dead in the early hours of Aug. 9
with extensive injuries and signs
of sexual assault in a seminar
room at RG Kar Medical College
and Hospital in Calcutta where
she was resting at night after a
36-hour shift.
The police have arrested a civ-

ic volunteer linked to the inci-
dent. However, the parents of
the victim, who cannot be iden-
tified under Indian law, have al-
leged to the media that some of
her colleagues were involved.
The attack has exposed un-

derlying problems with India’s
medical training system, signifi-
cant gaps in security for health
care workers, and serious lapses
in safety for women.
The Indian Medical Associ-

ation has called it “a crime of
barbaric scale” that has “shocked
the conscience of the nation.”
The IMA is urging Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to intervene and
implement measures to meet its
demands, such as a total over-
haul of working and living condi-
tions for resident doctors, and
additional infrastructure to en-
sure hospital-security protocol is
“no less than an airport.”
Since India lacks a federal law

to protect health care workers
from violence, medical bodies
such as the IMA, Federation of
Resident Doctors’ Association
and the Junior Doctors’ Network
are demanding swift

implementation of legislation on
the issue, which has been in lim-
bo since it was introduced in par-
liament in 2022.
The incident has also high-

lighted the difficult conditions
under which medical students
and resident doctors work in In-
dia. A study by the IMA has
found that more than 75 per cent
of doctors have faced some form
of violence at work.
“Next to nurses, resident doc-

tors are the workhorses of the
medical community,” R.V. Aso-
kan, national president of the
IMA, told The Globe and Mail.
“They work long shifts, face pa-
tient mistrust and the constant
threat of violence. A doctor be-
ing attacked on duty is not even
news any more because it is so
commonplace.”
Medical trainees are also in-

creasingly vulnerable to taking
their own life because of stress,
and there is a pressing need to
cap working hours and ensure
proper rest and security for doc-
tors, he added.
Rajsmita Bhattacharjee, an as-

sistant professor at a govern-
ment medical college in the Pun-
jabi city of Mohali said the attack
was even more horrifying be-
cause it happened in the resi-
dent’s place of work.
“The conditions under which

resident doctors work in govern-
ment hospitals are deplorable,”
she said. “There are no clean
washrooms. Whatever areas are
available to rest are infested with
bed bugs and rats.
“Resident doctors are often

overburdened especially in
emergency wards, with one doc-
tor looking after more than 10
patients on a 24-hour-duty shift.
I now fear for my sister’s safety
too, who works in a government
hospital and does two night
shifts a week.”
With a growing sense of inse-

curity, particularly among fe-
male doctors who make up
about 65 per cent of the profes-
sion, there are greater demands
for better monitoring of sexual
harassment and violence in
health systems.
There has also been an out-

pouring of stories from doctors

and medical students.
Kanika Sharma, a general sur-

gery resident in Chennai, re-
called many past experiences of
harassment and stalking during
her medical training in India.
“I am deeply saddened by

women suffering such intense vi-
olence in this country,” she said.
“The Calcutta tragedy has in-
stilled fear in the hearts of my
fellow women doctors. When
nearly all of us have faced some
level of perceived danger in the
workplace at some point, we’re
always looking over our shoul-
ders, hoping we’re not next. The
scariest fact is that the predators
are amongst us.”
“Doctors are asking for basic

human rights. While medical
training is expensive worldwide,
India is unique wherein even
post-graduate training courses
entail hefty tuition fees in return
for measly stipends. They don’t
feel respected or rewarded,” add-
ed Dr. Sharma.
But she hopes the outcry that

has followed the attack will help.
“It is a traumatic time for

women, but the projection of
our collective outrage is impor-
tant. It might herald the change
we desperately hope for,” she
said.
After the widespread de-

mands for reform, India’s Health
Ministry has set up a committee
to examine measures to protect
doctors. It has directed heads of
medical institutions to file a re-
port within six hours of any in-
cident of violence against health
care workers on duty.
While the majority of health

care workers in India are wom-
en, only 25 per cent hold lead-
ership roles, according to the col-
lective, Women in Global Health.
It has called for better represen-
tation of women in health care
leadership.
The West Bengal government,

meanwhile, announced mea-
sures including a mobile app
with an alarm connected to local
police stations and a plan to de-
ploy female private-security per-
sonnel at government institu-
tions.
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Doctors shout slogans during a protest rally in New Delhi on Sunday, demanding justice after the rape and
killing of a 31-year-old resident doctor at a hospital in Calcutta. PRIYANSHU SINGH/REUTERS
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Famine is looming in four Yemeni districts after instances of
hunger have rapidly surged among children in areas con-
trolled by the internationally recognized government, a re-
port by international experts said.
All 117 districts in government-controlled areas are expect-

ed to suffer from “serious” levels of acute malnutrition.
Among them, the four districts – Mawza and Mocha in Taiz
province, andHays andKhawkhah inHodeidaprovince – are
projected to slip into famine between July and October this
year, according to the IntegratedFoodSecurityPhaseClassifi-
cation, or IPC.
The report reflects the worsening food insecurity in the

poorest Arabnation that plunged into civil war in 2014,when
Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthi rebels took control of the cap-
ital, Sanaa, andmuch of the country’s north, forcing the gov-
ernment to flee to the south, then to Saudi Arabia.
A Saudi-led coalition entered the war in March, 2015,

backed at the time by the U.S., in an effort to restore the in-
ternationally recognized government to power. The war has
killedmore than 150,000people including civilians and com-
batants, and in recent years deteriorated largely into a stale-
mate and caused one of the
world’s worst humanitarian cri-
ses.
About half of the country’s

population – or 18.2 million peo-
ple – are in need of humanitarian
aid this year, according to the
United Nations.
The number of acutely mal-

nourished children has increased
by 34 per cent comparedwith last
year, the report said. They include
more than 18,500 children under
5who are projected to be severely
malnourishedby theendof this year, it said.Additionally, the
report found about 223,000 pregnant and lactating women
are expected to be malnourished in 2024.
“The report confirms an alarming trend of acutemalnutri-

tion for children in Southern Yemen,” said the UNICEF repre-
sentative to Yemen, Peter Hawkins. “To protect themost vul-
nerable women, girls and boys, an investment in and scale-
up of prevention and treatment efforts aremore critical than
ever.”
The report attributed the sharp rise of malnutrition to the

combined effects of cholera and measles outbreaks, high
food insecurity, limited access to safe drinking water, eco-
nomic decline and inadequate humanitarian aid – all are di-
rect and indirect results of the decade-old war.
The IPC is a global partnership of 15 UN agencies and hu-

manitarian organizations working in Yemen and funded by
the European Union, the U.S. and Britain.
A famine is declared in an area when one in five people or

households severely lack food and face starvation and desti-
tution that would ultimately lead to critical levels of acute
malnutrition and death.
“These findings should be a wake-up call that lives are at

stake,” said Pierre Honnorat, the World Food Program direc-
tor in Yemen. “It is critical to step up support to the most
vulnerable who could sink deeper into food insecurity and
malnutrition if current low levels of humanitarian funding
persist.”
The report didn’t address hunger conditions in the

Houthi-controlled area apparently because of a lack of ac-
cess. The rebels have in recent months launched a crack-
down on United Nations agencies and aid groups, detaining
dozens of workers.
Addressing the UN Security Council earlier thismonth, Li-

sa Doughten, a senior UN humanitarian official, said the
Houthi measures negatively affected aid operations in areas
under their control.
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Displaced Yemenis affected by recent floods receive
humanitarian aid on Friday. KHALED ZIAD/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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